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ELLs in Strong Start

Our ELL students come from a variety of backgrounds and 
experiences and it is important to acknowledge and 

understand those aspects that contribute to each student’s 
identity, language and culture.  Taking the time to have 
some background knowledge of where they are from 

goes a long way.







Language Development Strategies:
Young ELLs use the following strategies as they learn English: 

● using their first language
● not speaking (silent period)
● Repeating what others are saying
● using headlines and learned phrases
● producing more complex structures and vocabulary. 

Based on the work of Tabors and Snow (1994)

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/kindergarten/kindergartenELL.pdf

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/kindergarten/kindergartenELL.pdf




Resources: 
some ideas and tips for the 

classroom 



Picture Cards / Flash Cards 

● Can express needs (student can point to a picture)

● Use for: 
○ class schedule (centres, snack etc)

○ needs (bathroom, water, etc)

○ Instruction (materials, supplies, etc)

● Model and Repeat (when student points to a 

picture, say the word and have student repeat)

● Place pictures around the classroom, have a 

keyring of picture cards available for student, 

wear a lanyard with picture cards

● Create a match game to practice vocabulary 





Google Translate (my best friend!) 
● A quick way to express an instruction or immediate 

need
● Install the Google Translate Extension (on an iPad, 

laptop  or phone)
● Use the “conversation” option, speak in English and 

have the message read out in the student’s L1
● Use the camera function to take a picture of printed 

text in English and translate to another language, then 
have the word read to the student

https://youtu.be/0W1w04QrwHM

https://youtu.be/0W1w04QrwHM


Maintaining and Celebrating Cultural 
Identity
Family Support

Encourage families to provide a rich first language 
environment at home.
● Tell stories in their first language
● Participate in first language community events
● Reading in first language

Foundation for second language
Borrow dual language book from the library
www.uniteforliteracy.com

http://www.uniteforliteracy.com/


Storybooks Canada
❖ It can be EXHAUSTING listening to a foreign language all day.
❖ Storybooks Canada offers a variety of stories that can be read aloud in a 

number of languages. This also shows the students that you value their 
languages. 

❖ If iPads and headphones are accessible, the student could listen to a 
story in his/her language. 

❖ Select the story. Change the language to the student’s L1 and select 
“autoplay.”

❖ “Read” a story with the entire class - in both the ELL’s L1 and in English.

https://www.storybookscanada.ca/ 

https://www.storybookscanada.ca/


PWIM - Picture Word Inductive Model  



Highly visual and accessible.

Varying levels of difficulty.

The student may not be able to express a story in English, but may be very capable of 
expressing complex ideas and details in their own language. 



Further Thinking & Learning 
● Ontario schools: “Supporting English Language Learners in Kindergarten” 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/kindergarten/kindergartenELL.pdf

● Matt Hajdun: The Importance of Play (pro-d session from online conference)  
https://www.mlsummit.net/ml-summit-21/july-24-session-d   

● Emily F. Calhoun: Picture Word Inductive Model           https://www.academia.edu/38341979 

● “Enhancing English Language Learners Development using Wordless Picture Books”   
https://c81e4115-26cd-42c5-acd0-5f3dd8b05e03.filesusr.com/ugd/05c36e_33d20afb85c14be59
9e7933461a90366.pdf

● SD23 Dashboard - departments - ELL https://dashboard.sd23.bc.ca/ResourceDetails?CatInfo=20

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/kindergarten/kindergartenELL.pdf
https://www.mlsummit.net/ml-summit-21/july-24-session-d
https://www.academia.edu/38341979
https://c81e4115-26cd-42c5-acd0-5f3dd8b05e03.filesusr.com/ugd/05c36e_33d20afb85c14be599e7933461a90366.pdf
https://c81e4115-26cd-42c5-acd0-5f3dd8b05e03.filesusr.com/ugd/05c36e_33d20afb85c14be599e7933461a90366.pdf
https://dashboard.sd23.bc.ca/ResourceDetails?CatInfo=20


Moving Forward... ❖ Do you have any questions? 

❖ What concerns do you have 

about your ELLs?

❖ What resources do you 

need?

❖ What has worked well for 

you? 

Please connect with me!

Leigh-Ann Yanow  - District ELL Support

leigh-ann.yanow@sd23.bc.ca

Cell: 250-869-7613     HRES direct line: 6181




